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from plague in the city of Bombay. The normal average weekly death 
rate before the plague epidemic was about 570, with an annual death 
rate per 1,000 <in the year 1895), of the population of 30.5. During 
the week ended January 23, 1900, there were 2,394 deaths in the city, 
equaling an annual death rate of 147.75 per 1,000 of the inhabitants, 
with at least 8 diseases now prevailing in the city in epidemic form. 

It is quite evident from these figures, that along with plague and the 
mortality from ordinary general diseases, there will this year be a 
heavy mortality, greater than in previous years, from a class of general 
but very unusual diseases which are occurring in exceptional propor- 
tions. This unexpected influx of disease is not easily explained. What 
it may mean must at present be left to conjecture. It is curious, to say 
the least, that while a plague epidemic is prevailing in apparently the 
usual way, a treble mortality from general diseases, much greater than 
the prevailing plague mortality, should be spreading nearly all over the 
city. 

During the past three years of daily plague, famine has twice visited 
India. The present one, especially in Western India, is unparalleled 
in severity and distress, and now, with au appalliugly high death rate 
from 8 diseases prevailing in epidemic form in the city, Bombay pre- 
sents a picture uniquely sad. 

William T. Fee, 
United States Consul. 

Plague in the city of Bombay. 

In continuance of my health report, January 31, 1900, I submit the 
following details, bringing the report up to the present time : 

In the city .of Bombay for the first time in the last nineteen weeks 
the total mortality for the week ended March 6, 1900, has shown a ten- 
dency to decline. This week there is a diminution in mortality of 196 as 
compared with the previous week. The following table gives the plague 
mortality and the total mortality during the past nineteen weeks : 



Week ended — 



November 7 . 
November 14 
November 21 
November 28 
December 5... 
December 12. 
December 19. 
December 26. 
January 2 



Plague. 



71 
88 
110 
137 
135 
170 
248 
301 
214 



Total 
mortal- 
ity. 



768 

852 

897 

959 

1,049 

1,200 

1,377 

1,638 

1,642 



Week ended- 



Jannary 9 

January 16.... 
January 23.... 
January 30.... 
February 6... 
February 13.. 
February 20 . 
February 27.. 
March 6 ,. 



Plague. 



321 
428 
474 
391 
753 
570 
641 
768 
700 



Total 
mortal- 
ity. 



1,870 
2,208 
2,394 
2,440 
2,461 
2,637 
2,701 
2,831 
2,635 



The following shows the incidence of mortality during the week 
ended March 6, in various diseases : 



Measles 81 

Smallpox 269 

Cholera 9 

Relapsing fever 18 

Dysentery 96 



Diarrhea 158 

Fevers 256 

Phthisis 173 

Respiratory diseases 384 

Plague 700 
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Plague and total mortality, and the annual per cent per 1,000 inhabi- 
tants is as follows : 



Nationality. 


Plague. 


Total. 


Per cent. 




515 

57 

40 

28 

21 

23 

7 

3 

1 

1 




1,553 

473 
306 
77 
74 
79 
40 

7 
9 
3 


176.68 




153.21 




835.00 




158.73 




99 94 




134 76 




47.73 




46.12 




72.49 




108.08 




13.81 







This gives a total annual average death rate per 1,000 inhabitants of 
163.25 per cent, exclusive of stillbirths. During the week ended March 
6 there were 9 deaths from cholera, there having been 10 during the 
week preceding. Smallpox is epidemic and increasing, there being 269 
deaths during week mentioned above. 

Since the beginning of the plague epidemic in September, 1896, up to 
February 23, 1900, there have been 49,546 deaths reported from plague 
in the city of Bombay and 293,866 in Bombay Presidency. For the 
reason that the weekly death rate of this city is about 2,000 more than 
normal, it is safe to say that many plague deaths are attributed to other 
causes and that the reported deaths from plague should be at least twice 
the number given. 

William T. Fee, 
United State* Consul. 

ITALY. 

Reports from Genoa — Smallpox on the steamship New England. 

Genoa, Italy, April 2, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the abstract of bills of 
health and the regular report for the week ended April 1, 1900 : 

On March 29 steamship Werra, North German Lloyd Line, cleared 
for New York, 13 cabin and 228 steerage passengers and 200 pieces of 
baggage were inspected and passed. 

There was a death from smallpox in the Hotel de Gene, in Genoa, on 
March 29. The deceased, an American citizen, had recently returned 
from Egypt, where he was exposed to the disease on one of the Nile 
boats. He was a member of an excursion party cruising on the steam- 
ship New England, which was reported as having smallpox on board 
at Naples about twelve days ago. 

Bespectfully, Eupert Blue, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. M. S. 
The Surgeon- General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Genoa, Italy, April 8, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the abstract of bills of 
health and the regular report for the week ended April 8, 1900: On 
April 4, the Italian steamship Archimede cleared for New York with 
passengers. Three cabin and 41 steerage passengers and 48 pieces of 
baggage were inspected and passed. On April 5, the German steamship 



